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I saw the post on Facebook and thought I would drop in my 
experience. In 2012 I was hit by a drunk driver and sustained a brain 
injury. I was planning to go to uni but I had cognitive effects such as 
memory, concentration, processing and organisational issues. After 
some recovery time I chose to study adult nursing at Napier in 
Edinburgh because it is 50% theory and 50% practical.  
 
The support I had was top class, I had a needs assessment before I 
started. They ensured I had a learning profile that I could take with me 
to each placement and lecture. I was allowed extra time on exams and 
a quiet room to take them in. I also received the disabled student 
allowance which allowed me to purchase equipment that helped me 
through my course. The Napier team are fantastic and are always 
available to speak to if you need them. They are non-judgemental and 
feel separate to lecturers etc. Nevertheless all lecturers are supportive 
and kind and I was never met with any negativity just non-judgemental 
inclusiveness. At the start of every module there were reminders by 
staff that the learning support team was available for use by anybody 
who felt they needed to.  
 
I have friends who have used the Napier service too and have nothing 
but praise for them. On the other hand I have friends who went to 
Edinburgh University who received no support. I think places like 
Edinburgh should take a leaf out of Napier's book. They are inclusive, 
non-judgmental and want their students to achieve the best they can. 
They helped me to develop from someone who felt like a burden on 
society to someone who can now help and inspire others through my 
new job as a staff nurse. 
 
I hope this gives a quick insight into a positive experience of how 
supporting disabled people into education can help to improve not only 
their life but society as a whole. 
 

 


